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Notice to Members 


The Journal of Parapsychology edited by Dr. Gardner 
Murphy and Dr. Bernard F. Reiss will be sent without 
charge for one year beginning with the June issue to our 
members paying dues in the amount of $10.00 or over. The 
Journal of Parapsychology is published semi-annually. 


A new volume of Proceedings reporting the experiments 
in Extra-Sensory Perception which have been carried out 
with members of the A.S.P.R. over a two year period by 
Dr. Gardner Murphy and Mr. Ernest Taves simultaneously 
with similar experiments at Columbia University, has just 
been issued. Copies have been mailed to those of our mem- 
bers paying dues in the amount of $10.00 or over. Single 
copies may be purchased from the Society for $1.00. 


We need the support and encouragement of new mem- 
bers and we trust that this announcement may result in 
further full memberships in the Society. 











General Prophecy 


BY RENE JOHANNET 


(Eprror’s Nore: The following article by M. Johannet on war predictions 
is particularly interesting in the light of recent events. The manuscript was 
mailed to us from Paris on the 27th of May. The only prophecy quoted below 
by M. Johannet which can be said to be at all accurate or striking i is the one 
so unlikely of fulfillment in the author’s mind at the time of writing, that he 
preserves the clairvoyant’s anonymity. ) 


The fact cannot be denied that a war has broken out— 
a great war—which professional clairvoyants in general 
the world over have refused to consider or failed to recog- 
nize even though the exercise of normal logic in recent 
years has pointed to it as inevitable. Each hour that has 
passed has brought this eventuality nearer, yet seers, 
mediums and diviners of every description have foreseen 
only peace for the year 1939. For 1940 they have been 
more fearful but for 1939 they have formally and definitely 
affirmed a year of peace. 


There exists a well-known limitation to foreknowledge. 
It is the ignorance of death in which we are generally held, 
(though there are celebrated exceptions) and especially the 
circumstances of death. One wonders if in the presence of 
this final dissolution of the human being, the paranormal 
faculties are struck dumb and refuse to function. Is the 
same principle involved where collective events are con- 
cerned? A crystal gazer to whom I made this remark last 
winter said to me: “What do you expect? When I assured 
you that there would be no war, I was fighting against a 
contrary conviction. But it is only now that I realize that. 
A force stronger than clairvoyance obliged me to say what 
deep down in me I could not believe”. I wonder if this 
explanation is sincere. 


For my part, in the course of many readings during 1938 
and 1939, I received all kinds of predictions. Emile C. 
whom I consider one of the best. clairvoyants of our time, 
has always refused to consider the possibility of war. On 
the other hand, Jeanne Laplace, who is equally gifted, cate- 
gorically prophecied a war for the summer of 1939. Actu- 
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ally, she foresaw in agreement with logical predictions a 
long, painful and ruinous war, crowned by the defeat of 
Germany. Another rather curious clairvoyant, M. Giacone, 
whose method of prevision entails long symbolic panoramas, 
envisaged a war without battles, waged chiefly in the 
economic field, while Jeanne Laplace foresaw military 
operations of increasing importance accompanied by aerial 
bombardments of particular violence over Paris. 


An extremely well-known clairvoyant, Madame Mazuet, 
agreed entirely on these points with Mlle. Laplace, but 
another one, equally celebrated, assured me in March that 
the war would be terminated in May. I observed to her 
that she risked covering herself with ridicule in maintaining 
such an absurdity, to which she replied that she was so sure 
that she would not hesitate to sign a declaration to that 
effect. I am keeping this document in my possession but 
Christian charity impels me to throw about it a mantle of 
anonymity.* I had a long conversation with this clairvoyant 
and I set forth the reasons why this war could not be other 
than an extremely long one. She replied that an unforeseen 
event would soon transpire which would change every- 
thing.t She added that perhaps she was misled by op- 


timism, but that the summer would not pass without the 
restoration of peace. 


Most clairvoyants, if not all, agree that Germany will be 
beaten. I imagine that in Germany the contrary is forecast. 
In years to come when history has recorded the facts, we 
will certainly discover some predictions and previsions 
which have correctly sketched the future in advance. For 
the war of 1914, two or three documents of the first order 
have come to light. The most original one is perhaps that 
which was acquired by a Spiritualist Group in Athens by 
means of table tipping in the autumn of 1914. The general 
events of the war were carefully and correctly forecast. 





* Fighting ceased between the French and German Armies at 12:35 A.M., 
June 25, 1940. 


+ King Leopold signed the Belgian order of Capitulation to the Germans on 
May 27th, 1940. 
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One single grave error figured in the document. We are not 
surprised to learn that it concerned the country itself in 
which the prophecies were made—Greece. It seems that a 
certain disinterestedness is necessary to the reception of 
paranormal knowledge. The intrusion of a personal and 
conscious interest confuses everything. 


Does the equivalent of these historic premonitions exist 
today? Perhaps. There has been a saying current in recent 
years in Central Europe: “It won’t be a good thing to be a 
Jew in 1939, a soldier in 1940 or a German in 1941.” 


The predictions of the Bavarian Shepherd are always 
trustworthy. They have been known for about a century. 
Their author was a simple herdsman who died in 1806 after 
having uttered prophecies of the greatest interest. Notably, 
he predicted the rise of Prussia, the defeat of France in 
1870, the expansion of the Second Reich, the war of 1914 
and the German debacle. The most striking feature of these 
predictions is the naive manner in which they are presented 
and which up to a certain point guarantee their authenticity. 


For example, the monetary inflations which have brought 
such devastation to Germany and the economic processes 
which characterized them, were naturally a closed book to 
this illiterate peasant. He did not forecast the event any 
the less strikingly however when he stated: “A time of 
misery will come in Germany when it will be necessary to 
pay the price of a house in order to buy a cow!” 


He then proceeds to describe the war and the betrayal of 
religion by the Nazis whose name and existence however 
escape him. But the prophecy concludes with the announce- 
ment of a new German defeat: “Germany will be submerged 
by an army of red men coming from the East.” 


Actually in terms of the present conflict, nothing seems 
more unlikely than this prediction. The only way of inter- 
preting it is by supposing the eventual right about face of 
the U.S.S.R., their betrayal of Hitler and the hurling of 
the Russian hordes against Germany. 
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The civil war in Spain has been the subject of two great 
and celebrated prophecies. I travelled a great deal in Spain 
from 1936 to 1939. When I once suggested in the course 
of a conversation that the war would soon terminate, I was 
told that it was impossible because Mother Rafols had fore- 
seen it as of long duration. This remark intrigued me by 
its very vagueness. I made further inquiries but it was 
some time before I was able to obtain any sufficiently pre- 
cise statement. Most people pass on such information by 
word of mouth. I was told only when I asked for an expla- 
nation that this Mother Rafols was a sainted nun who had 
lived long ago and who had predicted everything that had 
come to pass. Furthermore, that according to her prophecy, 


the war would not end before 1939 or 1940. The general 
public knew no more. 


In the course of my inquiry, I corresponded with a high 
official of the Department of the Interior who sent me to a 
theologian savant. From him, I quote the following con- 
cerning Mother Rafols’ prophecy: 


“Tt is a subject which has caused much ink to flow in 
Spain since 1931. Mother Rafols was an Aragonian. She 
founded a religious order which still exists. This order 
possesses a house in the country near Saragossa. There, in 
1930, an important bundle of papers was found. It con- 
sisted of the writings of the foundress, in which she re- 
counted her daily visions. In the course of these visions, the 
Blessed Virgin appeared to her and made prophecies con- 
cerning the future of Spain. Among them was a civil war 
for the year 1936. It was said that the forces of evil would 
prevail one day in Spain; that religion would be persecuted 
and priests put to death. But that the faithful would revolt 


in 1936 and at the end of three or four years they would 
end by triumphing.” 


This conversation took place in Burgos in 1938. My in- 
formant, a learned Jesuit Father, stated further: 


“Doubts have been cast on the authenticity of the manu- 
script. The writing, ink, and paper have all been analyzed 
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by experts. Personally, I believe in its genuineness. But in 
regard to the premonition, its authenticity is of secondary 
importance because the document was brought to light and 
discussed in 1931. Since that time, numerous copies have 
appeared in which it is specified that a civil war would 
break out in 1936; that it would last until 1939 or 1940 
and that it would end by the triumph of Catholic Spain.*” 


The civil war was also predicted at another time and in 
more ambiguous terms by the apparition of Eskioga. I 
went to Eskioga. It is a little village of about one hundred 
people situated in the heart of the Spanish Pays-Basque in 
the Province of Guipuzcoa, not far from the sacred city of 
Guernica where the totem oak of Basque liberty grows. It 
is a splendid country of mountains and deep verdure. 


This region should not be pictured as a desert wilder- 
ness. The Pays-Basque is rich, cultivated and provided with 
excellent roads. But the race—that mysterious Euskadian 
race—living testimony of the prehistoric European—pos- 
sesses strange gifts and customs. 


In 1933, at Eskioga, two little children declared that they 
had seen a woman in black crying in a field. They went 
closer to see but could distinguish nothing more. The spot 
was a pasturage; vast and gently sloping. The two little 
peasants were soon joined by others with psychic vision— 
usually children or country people—until in all I think 
about eighty people had seen the apparition. 


The happening made a stir at once. The apparition was 
seen in the evening before sunset and lasted for about an 
hour. Afterwhile, an enormous crowd came by road and by 
rail from distant places to be present at the time of the 
apparition’s evening appearance. All those who saw any- 
thing at all gave the same description of the vision. They 
saw the Blessed Virgin. She was in mourning. She cried. 
She announced to the Basque people terrible trials of fire 
and blood. She adjured the faithful to make penitence. All 
described her alike as sad and beautiful in long black veils. 





* The Spanish war came to an end about the 29th of March, 1939. 
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At that time, the anticlerical Republic already existed. 
There was no particular danger in view for the Basques, 
since the proclamation of the new regime was accompanied 
by an augmentation and consolidation of their traditional 
liberties. Efforts were made to encourage religion, because 
the Basque people are workers, serious, cultivated and 
above all very religious—one of the most sympathetic people 
of Spain. The predictions therefore occurred under the 
most unlikely conditions. No disaster was apparently im- 
pending. 


For that reason the religious authorities on the one hand 
and the civil government on the other combined to suppress 
these mystical meetings which spread unrest among the 
people. At the end of a few months, the gatherings and 
the public prayers of Eskioga were forbidden and since 
then nothing has disturbed the peace of the little village— 
nothing except the civil war and the crushing of the Eus- 
kadi by the troops of General Franco. What a strange 
destiny for this charming, cordial, virtuous country to have 
allied itself with the enemies of the generous tradition 
which is so dear to it. 


Will the present war bring about the realization of the 
many predictions concerning the destruction of Paris from 
the sky? They all more or less seem to go back to the pre- 
dictions of Salette* which date from about a century ago. 


In order to form a more precise idea of war predictions, 
it is necessary to examine the thousands of individual 
prophecies made separately during the last few years to 
individuals who are now directly affected by the hostilities. 
The necessarily limited inquiry which I have attempted to 
carry out concerning such general prophecies has furnished 
nothing of a clear and satisfactory nature. 


The predictions which have been given to me personally 


concerning the war or which might concern the war have 
not exceeded the limits of possible rational deduction. A 


* Nostradamus also predicted the destruction of Paris from the air for the 
year 1999 —Ep. 
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crystal gazer, Madame Payet, told me at the end of last 
year: “1939 will be a year of surprises for you. Everything 
will be changed. That which has been easy will become 
difficult and that which has been difficult will become easy.” 


It is true that the year 1939 brought me many surprises 
but up to the present I have experienced only the first part 


of the prediction which has been realized with perfect 
exactitude. 


At the beginning of this year (1940) on the 21st of 
January, Madame Mazuet said to me: “I see you leaving 
Paris on account of a bombardment.” At the hour that I 
write these lines (May 24th, 1940, 11 a.m.) I hear the 
cannons of the D.C.A. re-echoing loudly—an occurrence 
which has become so frequent that we no longer pay any 
attention to them. But we cannot yet talk of bombardments 
and I have no intention of leaving Paris before my cus- 
tomary time in July.* 


Such is the type of prediction that I have received for 
myself. Let me close with the following incident. 


In the month of August, 1939, I found myself at Hen- 
daye (Basses—Pyrenees ) and I went to visit my old friend, 
Madame Fraya, the illustrious doyenne of French clair- 
voyants. I was on my way to Spain. The war was already 
in sight. I naturally asked Madame Fraya if she saw any- 
thing dangerous in my going so far from France at so 
critical a time. She replied: ‘““While you are in Spain there 
will be no war. But the day after or two days after your 
return an event will take place of considerable political 
importance which will reverse the situation and I see you 
return in haste as a result.” I left. Three days later, the 
28th of August, at seven o’clock in the morning, I was 
called on the telephone by a friend. He told me of the 
conclusion of the German-Russian Pact which effectively 





* The editor does not know whether M. Johannet left Paris at the time of its 
evacuation before the entry of the Germans on June 13th. It is unlikely that 


we will hear from him again for some time. It will be remembered that Paris 
was bombed but far from destroyed. 
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overthrew diplomacy. I pushed on nevertheless as far as 
Burgos, but in view of the increased complications of the 
European crisis, I decided to return to France where I 
arrived some hours before the proclamation of war. 


The participation of Italy in the conflict is the cause of 
strong contradictions. Rare are the clairvoyants who see 
her come in on the side of the Reich, but within the limits 


of my personal experience, I must add that they are the 
best ones.* 


It is necessary to take into account another factor in 
judging war predictions—a factor which is not of a psychic 
nature but which is nevertheless of equal importance. I am 
speaking of the police. In all countries at war or which one 
can say act as if at war, the police place a perfectly com- 
prehensible prohibition on the expression of all predictions 
that are not favorable to the country they are protecting. 
Clairvoyants that exercise their gifts as a profession and 
who publish advertisements in the papers know that their 
offices of consultation could be brusquely closed and they 
themselves heavily fined if their activities became suspicious 
to those whose task it is to watch over the public morale. 


On a higher level of thought, the most sincere clairvoyant 
will be influenced more or less forcibly by a desire to con- 
tribute to the encouragement of the individual and she may 
hesitate to overwhelm her clientéle by the announcement of 
mourning or reverses. 


In the end all these conflicting elements create a psychic 
atmosphere which is extremely confused and little favorable 
to an attempt at correct and independent clairvoyance. 


Thus many psychic anomalies have arisen in recent years 
in Europe. 





* Mrs. Ebling’s predictions published in October but recorded in April 1939 
included the entrance of Italy into the war on the side of the Germans. 











Free Will and Determinism, in the Light of 
Psychic Phenomena 


BY HEREWARD CARRINGTON 


There is no problem in the whole history of philosophy 
which has vexed the minds of men more than that of free 
will—whether the will of man is free (as it seems to be to 
the person willing) or whether it is governed by strict laws 
and determined by prior causal factors—in which case the 
inner feeling of freedom which we experience is illusory. 
Hundreds of volumes have been written upon this subject; 
but it is possible that, even so, some new light may be 


thrown upon it by psychic phenomena, once their actuality 
be established. 


First, let us define our terms. From the popular or 
“common-sense” point-of-view, everyone knows very well 
what is meant by free will. It means that the individual 
is free to perform any action or make any decision he 
pleases. If he goes out of the front door, he feels free to 
turn to the right or to the left, whichever he decides, and 
he can “will” to turn and walk in either direction. The 
fiat of the will is thought, on this view, to initiate and 
carry out the decision. Man is free at any moment to do 
anything he pleases! 

But a moment’s reflection will show us that the problem 
is not so simple as this. In the first place a man can “will” 
until he is black in the face to jump from New York to 
London, but he will never be enabled to do it. Space and 
certain mechanical restrictions prevent him from doing so. 


Man therefore must have only a limited freedom. How 
limited, and by what? 


The analogy of the chess board has often been used. 
Every piece on the board is limited to certain moves; e.g., 
a pawn can move only one square at a time (after the 
initial move) and must “take” diagonally; the bishop can 
move only diagonally and the rook vertically or horizontally, 
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etc. Nevertheless, subject to these limitations, the combined 
moves and relationships of the chess-men can become highly 
complicated and divergent—as the game of chess shows 
us. These varying combinations are brought about not by 
the chess-men themselves, but by the mind of the player 
manipulating them. His is the directive mentality at work. 
Although each individual move is conditioned, therefore, 
the combined “pattern”, formed by the men, is not. The 


directive mentality or “free will” of the player is responsible 
for this. 


So, it has been suggested, although individual actions 
in our lives are determined and limited, nevertheless, the 
“pattern of life” may be decided by the mind and will of 
the person living it. 


But just what do we mean by Will? Here we encounter 
another highly controversial topic. Modern psychology does 
not recognize the existence of Will in the older meaning of 
that term. It contends that the act of willing consists merely 
in a choice between two or more alternatives. Confronted 
with two alternatives, a choice between them must be made; 
and this act of choosing constitutes the essence of “willing”’. 
The feeling of willing is merely this choice between alterna- 
tive actions or decisions. On this view there is no longer any 
such thing as Will. It is an illusion. [In all the above, and 
in what follows, it must be understood that I am merely 
attempting to express, in very simple and popular language, 
highly technical, psychological and metaphysical principles. | 

It will be observed that, in both these conclusions, modern 
science runs counter to our inner feelings and the point-of- 
view of “common sense”. We all feel that we are free, 
and we feel that we can exercise or exert “will power”. 
Nevertheless, science says that these feelings are illusory, 
and that neither of them exist as Entities in the world. 


The point-of-view of Occult Science has of course always 
been precisely the opposite: it has contended that will and 
freedom-of-the-will are both factual, and that the human 
will can actually exercise a dynamic function, when rightly 


* 
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exercised, capable not only of influencing the life of the 
individual, but also affecting minds and even matter beyond 
the limits of the organism, and of projecting so-called 
“thought-forms”. Both theoretical and experimental data 
are offered in support of these views. 

And now what is the view taken by academic science? 
It is that cause and effect are universally applicable and 
inescapable. There can be no effect without a cause, and 
vice versa. All events are determined by the chain of 
preceding causes, so that if one could know all there is to 
be known about a certain cause, one could invariably 
predict the effect, and there would be no possibility of the 
effect being otherwise. Results, actions, effects are always 
determined strictly by the preceding causes. 

In the material world, this principle seems to work out 
well enough. An eclipse can be predicted 1002 years hence. 
Ever since the time of Newton strict determinism has ruled 
classical physics. Goethe’s “eternal iron laws” were based 
upon this principle. Nature represented a huge mechanism, 
a vast machine. Man, as a part of this machine, must 
belong to it, and the general principle of determinism must 
rule his life accordingly. Man’s thoughts and actions are 
all subject to this Great Law; all of them are, in the last 
analysis, determined. 

Just what are we to understand by this, as applied to 
man? Perhaps this can best be illustrated by a concrete 
illustration. Supposing a man is standing on the edge of a 
precipice; he decides to jump off, and actually does so, 
committing suicide. Now, the determinists would say, this 
man’s decision and action were both strictly determined; 
he could not possibly have thought and acted otherwise. 
Furthermore, if we lined up a hundred men on the edge of 
the same precipice, and every influence in their lives, up to 
that time, had been absolutely identical, then every one of 
them would similarly jump off, and none of them could 
possibly do otherwise. The preceding chain of causes in 
their lives having been identical, the effect in every instance 
must be identical also. 
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This, crudely put, is the doctrine of determinism as ap- 
plied to man. He is a part of a great machine. Like it, he 
is strictly determined. It is, of course, a materialistic 
doctrine, and as such fought tooth and nail by religious 
teachers, who contended that, were this doctrine true, it 
would do away altogether with the moral order of the world. 
Man would no longer be responsible to God or even to 


society for his actions. He could not possibly think, feel 
and act otherwise than as he does. 


This doctrine of determinism has been extended in many 
directions, leading to the belief in fatalism, predestination, 
pre-determinism, and so forth. These doctrines have greatly 
influenced the oriental mind. Elaborate attempts have even 
been made to dove-tail these doctrines into the most dog- 
matic religions. 


I have spoken above of the attitude of modern science 
and classical physics. Within the past few years, however, 
great changes have come about in this realm. Heisenberg’s 
“wncertainty principle’ served as a rude shock to the 
smugly entrenched world of academic physicists. For this 
showed that strict determinism was seemingly impossible, 
even within the physical world. It showed that the future 
could never be foretold with exactitude, because the present 
can never be completely known. Probability was all that 
could be determined; or, in the words of Ernst Zimmer: 
“Profounder experience has now taught us that it (deter- 
minism) must be replaced by a law of a more general 
character, which allows us to predict from a state known 
to us, with a certain degree of uncertainty, what will happen 
within certain limits in the future.”* 


All this, it will be observed, relates to the world of matter 
and energy, in which the doctrine of determinism was 
thought to be most strongly entrenched, and from which it 
was extended to the world of life and mind. In the latter, 
determinism was only assumed to exist, because of its 





* The Revolution in Physics. By Ernst Zimmer. With an Introduction by 
Max Planck. 1938. 
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seeming proof in the physical world, and by analogy. It 
had frequently been pointed out, however, that such proof, 
as soon as life was introduced into the equation, became 
far more difficult. As Bergson expressed it: “One can 
predict an eclipse a thousand years hence, but no one can 
predict what will happen when you pull a pug-dog’s tail!’ 


No, when life and mind are introduced, it becomes next 
to impossible to prove determinism; while subjective experi- 
ence and “common sense” tell us that it does not exist. Man 
feels, thinks and acts, all through life, as if he had free 
will—whether he actually has it or not. For all practical 
purposes, then, man lives as though it were true. 


It may now be asked: What has all this to do with 
psychical research? And what has psychical research to 
do with it? This: In cases of prediction, prophecy, pre- 
cognition, etc., the future is seemingly foreseen, sometimes 
with uncanny accuracy. Even as cautious a critic of the 
evidence as Mr. H. F. Saltmarsh (in his little book Fore- 
knowledge) was compelled to admit that genuine premoni- 
tions and predictions exist, and that the veil of the future is 
sometimes actually lifted. This being so, the question at 
once arises: How is this possible, inasmuch as the future 
does not as yet (seemingly) exist? 


If the doctrine of determinism were true, one could 
perhaps understand, however dimly, such a phenomenon; 
since the future would flow as a natural consequence from 
the present. But then mechanistic determinism would render 
such forms of psychic phenomena “impossible!” If free 
will were true, on the contrary, there would be plenty of 
latitude for “spirits” and a spiritual world; but then the 
future would be unpredictable, because it would be modi- 
fied and changed, from moment to moment, by the mind of 
the individual! On either view foreseeing of the future 


should be impossible. Yet it is an undoubted fact. How can 
we reconcile all this? 


In discussing the future, we at once become involved with 
the concept of time. The general idea of time is that it is 
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a sort of stream, flowing along in one dimension. A given 
point on this line represents the present moment; the line to 
one side of it would then represent the past, while the line 
extending in the other direction would represent the 
future. Our point, however, is not static. It is constantly 
moving forward, into the future, at an even pace. It thus 
represents a sort of knife-edge between two eternities. The 
past does not exist: it has gone forever. The future does 
not exist; it has not yet arrived. What then does exist? 
The present moment. But the present moment can hardly 
be said to exist either, since it is no sooner here than it is 
gone. What was the future is now present—and is now 
past! There must be something wrong with this conception 


of time, inasmuch as it can render such a paradoxical 
situation possible. 


In the first place, has the past really ceased to exist? In 
one sense no, because, if it had, we should have no memory 
and no history. But we have. Therefore, the past must 
exist in some sense; not as a material reality, to be sure, 
but in some sphere of its own. The past, in short, cannot 
not exist. Similarly, it has been contended, the future may 
also exist, in a certain sense, in a sphere of its own, as a.sort 
of matrix into which the present is constantly moving. 
Were this true, one could begin to have some faint inkling 
as to how the future might at times be foreseen. But then 
the future would be apparently “fixed” or determined— 
unless it were an elastic future. And if it were, the difficulty 
in perceiving it would be proportional to such elasticity. 
Even granting all this, the central problem would yet 
remain: How—by what process—is the future ever fore- 
seen at all? How is such supernormal knowledge possible? 


Here we arrive at the crux of our problem; the heart of 
the matter. I shall endeavor to be as brief and explicit 
as possible in discussing this question. 


In the first place, then, there are certain types of pre- 
monitions which may be explained by referring them to 
the normal action of the subconscious mind. Bodily illnesses 
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would fall into this category. Thus, if A. had a vivid dream, 
in which he saw himself with a skin eruption, and a day or 
so later actually “broke out” in this manner, one might well 
be tempted to suppose that his subconscious mind had 
sensed the inner condition of his body long before the 
conscious mind, and had used the dream as a means of 
externalizing this information. In such a case any super- 
normal theory would not be necessitated. 


Let us take two cases of another type. A spider is walk- 
ing across a table. You say, “I predict that when the spider 
reaches the edge of the table it will fall off,” and sure 
enough it does! Or you meet a friend on the street and say 
to him, “I predict that when you get to the street-corner 
your hat will be lifted from your head”, and it is. In the 
latter case you were enabled to make the “prediction” be- 
cause you knew something about the environment of your 
friend which he did not, viz., that there was a strong wind 
blowing down the side street, which might blow his hat 


off. Your greater knowledge enabled you to make this pre- 
diction. 


Similarly, it has been suggested, there may be intelli- 
gences possessing a greater knowledge than do we of our 
lives—their trends and tendencies. This knowledge would 
enable them to make predictions of limited accuracy. The 
general tenor of the prediction in that case would be: “If 
you continue your present line of action, I can foresee that 
such-and-such a result will come to pass.” If that line of 
action be followed, the prediction would be accurate; if, 
on the other hand, it were changed, the prediction would 
be wrong. The stumbling-block in this theory, of course, is 
the postulation of such supernormally-gifted external intelli- 
gences—which few scientific men would accept! 


Then there is the theory of The Eternal Now. Briefly 
stated, this means that the future already exists in some 
sense—being perceived by us as present, when we come 
to that point in space and time when we can perceive it as 
such. An analogy may help to make this clear. 
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Suppose you are riding on the rear platform of a train 
which is in motion. You peer to the right and to the left. 
As the train proceeds, new vistas keep passing into your 
range of vision; you see mountains, valleys, trees on your 
right, and meadows, rivers and cottages on your left. As 
the train continues its progress, these fade into the distance 
and are lost to view, being replaced by still other vistas. 
But the mountains, rivers, trees, etc., existed before you 
perceived them; and they continue to exist after they have 
passed from your field of vision. You perceived them (as 
present) only when you came to that point in time and 
space when you could perceive them as present. Similarly, 
it has been suggested, past and future may likewise co-exist 
with the present, but are only perceived by us as realities 
when they are crossed by the present moment. 

Those of my readers who saw that charming play, 
Berkeley Square, will remember the picture therein drawn— 
a man in a boat, rowing down an S-shaped river. Behind 
him lies a bend which has now passed from his sight; it 
is his “past”. Before him, around the next bend, lies a 
vista which he does not yet perceive; it is his “future”. 
But, to a man in an aeroplane, who can see both bends in 
the river, past, present and future are all one; they exist for 
him as an Eternal Now. 

Such a view of the case is of course highly metaphysical, 
and is hard to reconcile with the point-of-view of common 
sense and common experience, which tells us that a man 
cannot experience an accident, and die as the result of it, 
and yet be alive and viewing himself as alive, and actually 
being alive, at the time! 

Other theories have been advanced, which it would take 
too long to epitomize here: The theory of Serialism, ad- 
vanced by J. W. Dunne, in his books, An Experiment With 
Time, The Serial Universe, etc.; the theory tentatively ad- 
vanced by Professors Broad and H. H. Price, of another 
time at right angles, as it were, to our present time, 
flowing in one dimension; the theory advanced by Mr. H. F. 
Saltmarsh, of a timeless subliminal consciousness, in which 
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past and present are linked into one whole; and several 
others. It would take us too far afield to consider all these. 


One other factor should, however, be mentioned in this 
connection. It is that the past is seemingly cognized super- 
normally, as well as the future, at times. Mr. Myers sug- 
gested the term “retrocognition” for such cases, a number 
of which are on record. They are not perhaps as intrin- 
sically inconceivable as precognition cases, but they are 
extremely difficult to account for nevertheless. They have at 
least this much in common: that, at the moment of their 
perception by the seer, they constitute at that instant the 
present — just as a recalled memory is, at the moment of 
its recall, not a past but a present event. This is an inter- 


esting point, which calls for further psychological elabora- 
tion. 


There is one additional point of considerable interest 
which should be mentioned here. It is that of a varied series 
of potential futures, as presented by W. B. Seabrook, in 
his book, Jungle Ways. This theory, it should be stated, 
was advanced by an African witch doctoress named Wam- 
ba, and, as she expressed it in her own simple language, 
it is as follows: 


Here you come to a clearing in the jungle. From that 
clearing there are five paths leading through the jungle. 
If you choose the first path, a lion may spring upon you and 
kill you; if you choose the second one, you may come to a 
cool spring of water; if you choose the third one, you may 
come upon a friendly tribe of natives, who will entertain 
you; and so on. Now, by no process of reasoning can you 
tell which path to choose. At every moment in our lives the 
future stretches before us, not as a straight line, but as a 
series of choices. The future, in short, is always fan-shaped. 
Numerous possibilities always loom before us. 


We can see that this is true in our daily lives. When you 
go out of your front door, you may turn to the right or to 
the left, or you may cross the street, or you may decide to 
turn back and reénter the house. Suppose you turn to the 
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right; at the street corner you may accidentally meet a 
man whom you may ultimately marry! This would not 
have happened had you chosen any of the other alterna- 
tives. How can one tell which course to pursue? Certainly 
not through any wisdom imparted by means of the much- 
vaunted conscious mind. Prompting by some higher mind 
is necessary. (Believing as they do in the supernormal 
powers of their witch doctors, it is the most natural thing 
in the world for the natives to seek such information. The 
only problem is: How does the witch doctor obtain his in- 


formation? And here we are back at our same old problem 
again!) 


One might extend this analogy of the fan, of course, in- 
definitely. From each spoke of our “fan” might extend other 
ramifications, like the branches of a tree, and the ability 
to follow all these would be beyond the pale of the imagina- 
tion, since every one of them would depend upon the preced- 
ing “branch” being the one followed by the individual in 
question. All of them would remain possibilities, in short, 


mere potential futures, which might or might not be 
traversed. 


There is one further complicating factor, in precognition 
cases, which occasionally arises, and inasmuch as this bears 


directly upon the question of free will and determinism, 
it should be mentioned here. 


In certain cases, an accident has been prevented from 
happening because of the supernormal warning previously 
received. Thus, in one case a lady foresaw an automobile 
accident, in which she was involved, and saw (in the vision) 
her chauffeur afterwards step in a certain direction which 
resulted in his slipping, and thus another accident. When 
the automobile smash actually happened, some days later, 
she remembered this incident, and prevented her chauffeur 
from moving in the direction he had intended to. 


In this case, it will be observed, the second accident was 


actually prevented from happening. Yet it would have 
happened, precisely as foreseen, if it had not been prevented. 
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_ The point to bear in mind here is that the recipient of the 
vision could not have perceived the future content of her 
own mind at the time (a fourth dimensional slice, as it 
were) because she foresaw the accident otherwise; nor did 
she perceive the event exactly as it happened in the future, 
as it did not occur precisely as foreseen, part of it being 
altered by her own quick action. She did not foresee the 
prevention of the second accident, but the accident itself. 
What was seen, apparently, was the event as it would have 
occurred had it not been prevented from occurring! In this 
.case the “free will” of the recipient of the vision seemed to 
have played a part. 

This whole question of foreseeing the future makes us 
almost certain that our current conceptions of time are 
fundamentally erroneous. They must be altered if such 
facts be true. Philosophers in the past, when discussing 
the question of Time, have completely ignored this possi- 
bility. They have proceeded on the tacit assumption that 
the future is never foreseen, and have conducted their argu- 
ments accordingly. But if supernormal sensing of the future 
be a fact—as such premonition cases prove it to be—, then 
their arguments will have to be revised and this possibility 
included within their purview. It will be interesting to see 
the intellectual squirmings which will ensue when this 
necessity is forced upon them! 

Free will, determinism, causality, time, and many other 
metaphysical concepts are therefore involved in such pre- 
monition cases. They complicate and at the same time tend 
to throw light upon such problems. But it is obvious that, 
were the actuality of genuine premonition cases once 
recognized, all future discussions of these questions would 
necessarily be revolutionized. These ridiculed and despised 
psychic phenomena would then, in short, profoundly in- 
fluence our philosophy—just as they are ultimately bound 
to affect our science, and particularly our biological and 
psychological science,—once their reality be granted and 
their implications realized. That day, many of us feel, is 
not far off. 








Eugéne Osty (1874-1938) 


BY THE EDITOR 


Dr. Eugéne Osty was the man chiefly responsible for the 
advancement of psychical research in France since the war 
of 1914. This progress was due entirely to his keenness of 
intellect, his high standing among his medical colleagues, not 
only as a neurologist but as a thinker of exceptional intel- 
lectual integrity, and to his ingenuity for inventing means 
of reducing illusive psychical phenomena to measurable 
quantities. He was greatly handicapped by the dearth of 
outstanding mediumship in France. His best known work 
was his investigation of the telekinetic and materialization 
powers of the Austrian physical medium, Rudi Schneider, 
by means of an infra-red technique. 


In his F. W. H. Myers Memorial lecture, Supernormal 
Aspects of Energy and Matter, delivered before the S.P.R. 
in 1933, Dr. Osty stated that he had not become interested 
in the physical phenomena of mediumship until he was able 
to employ technicians to study and install apparatus capable 
of registering photographically, automatically and at great 
speed, the phenomena produced by mediums in darkness. 
In April, 1930, Dr. Osty installed an apparatus at the Jmsti- 
tut Métapsychique for the registration of telekinesis—that 
is, the displacement of an object at a distance without con- 
tact. He describes the apparatus briefly as follows: 


“As at that time plates sensitive to the infra-red were 
not yet available commercially, two categories of invisible 
radiations were made use of in order to attain the end we 
were aiming at. Infra-red rays were used to guard the ob- 
ject it was hoped to have displaced; ultra violet rays were 
used for photography. A projector of infra-red radiation 
directed a large beam of invisible light, reflected as often as 
required by a series of plane mirrors, at a photo-electric 
cell. The latter, by means of a relay, controlled the opening 
of a big shutter inserted in the ceiling of the séance room. 
As soon as any object entered into the infra-red beam this 
shutter opened rapidly and flooded the laboratory with 
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ultra-violet for 1/10th of a second. Moreover, the opening 
of the shutter simultaneously produced the exposure of a 
camera provided with a quartz lens and taking a photograph 
at 1/50th or 1/100th of a second. In this way any gesture 
towards the object as well as any supernormal displacement 
of it, itself caused the taking of a photograph, thus regis- 
tering any attempt at fraud.” 


At the séances which followed, there was an unexpected 
development. Rudi Schneider’s ectoplasm proved to be in- 
visible. Dr. Osty says: ‘““Whereas it was our ambition to 
obtain automatic photographs of objects at the very mo- 
ment of their displacement, the photographs successively 
taken showed us that it was an imvisible substance which 
set off the photographs. 


“A series of sittings, during which the disposition of the 
apparatus was varied, demonstrated that when Rudi Schnei- 
der makes an effort paranormally to displace an object—a 
phenomenon which he succeeded in producing in our labora- 
tory, though only rarely—he exteriorises in the direction of 
the object to be displaced an energy which is not photo- 
graphable by white light and which is not visible. When 
this energy enters into the beam of infra-red radiation of 
AIp used by us, it is of varying but never complete 
opacity.* In other words, that which emanates from Rudi 
Schneider when he tries to produce telekinesis, even if he 
does not succeed in this, behaves like an invisible substance 
which arrests a varying proportion of certain infra-red 
radiations. Our knowledge of infra-red radiation thus 
makes possible the experimental study of this invisible 
substance. 


“Very moving, I assure you, were these first sittings, 
during which an electric bell, of the kind used for tele- 
phones, inserted in the circuit operated by the relay, enabled 
us to hear the entry of the invisible substance into the infra- 
red, to judge the duration of its presence there, and to verify 





* During the first sittings the mediumistic energy had to absorb a minimum of 
30% of the infra-red radiations in order to set off a photograph. 
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the announcements by the medium of his efforts to produce 
displacements. And this happened although the photographs 
which were being taken during this time showed the sitters 
and the objects in their places, and although our own eyes, 
when red light illuminated the area occupied by the instru- 
ments, perceived nothing in the space which we knew to be 


occupied by the infra-red, that in which something was 
revealing itself.” 


* * * * * 


The positive results obtained were due, as I have already 
stated, to the ingenuity and care of Dr. Osty and his engi- 
neer son, Marcel, in creating an experimental technique, 
rather than to the particular strength or variety of Rudi 
Schneider’s psychical manifestations. Rudi’s powers were 
never equal to those of Eusapia Palladino or the Polish 
medium, Guzik, and when these experiments were begun, 
they were already on the wane. In fact, in the middle of the 
series, they temporarily ceased altogether and Dr. Osty 
was forced to suspend activities. Further difficulties arose 
before their completion when Jean Meyer, Founder and 
financial support of the Institut Métapsychique, died and 
funds for research were greatly reduced. Charles Richet, 
who was deeply absorbed in the experiments, wrote to the 
Rockefeller Foundation and received the reply that its rules 
limited it to aiding research recognized by official science. 
The reply added that as soon as the work received the 
patronage of the Academies of Science, the Foundation 
would be glad to make a donation. 


Richet then determined to put a report of the work before 
the Academy of Sciences. On the date that the report was 
published in book form as Les Pouvoirs Inconnus de 
VEsprit sur la Matiére, he sent a communication to the 
Academy of Sciences in the name of the Institut Méta- 
psychique (1932). 


“A few days later,” Osty wrote*, “he said to me: ‘I have 





* Revue Métapsychique, Janvier-Fevrier 1936. 
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attempted to interest my colleagues in your splendid work 
and no one has so far manifested opposition. I would be 
absolutely amazed if I had changed something in those 
habitually prejudiced minds. Always before, as for example 
at the time that I desired to present my work, Le Traité de 
Métapsychique, even the insertion of a communication con- 
cerning the work was refused’.” 


In 1934 Richet told Osty to send the report to the Acad- 
emy of Sciences, (of which he was president at the time) 
with a view to winning the F. Emden Prize. Osty replied 
that Richet must be joking and asked him if he had for- 
gotten the fate of his own offering. However, Richet in- 
sisted and the work was presented in spite of Osty’s oppo- 
sition based on a clear realization of the enormous preju- 
dice of orthodox science in regard to paranormal powers. 


On the 27th of May, 1935, Richet wrote to Osty: 


“T have been able to obtain the F. Emden Prize for the 
Institut but not without considerable difficulty. L. and M. 
wanted a supplementary inquiry. I replied that I would 
take the responsibility for this choice and as they showed 
further hesitation, I obliged my confréres to vote for or 
against me and they didn’t dare vote against . . .” 


On the 13th of November, 1935, just before his death, 
Richet wrote again to Osty: 


“Bad news. The prize obtained in May has been brought 
up for discussion again by M .. . He threatened to bring up 
the question before the entire Academy. In view of such 
hostility and in order to avoid a debate among incompetent 
and prejudiced men, I withdrew my request for the prize 
saying, ‘So much the worse for the Academy.’ These are 
the same mentalities that derided me when I tried with 
Tatin to resolve the problem of flying by aeroplane. These 
are the same that refused recognition of my discovery of 
serum therapy.” 
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Osty made an exhaustive study of the precognitive fac- 
ulty. He concluded that specific predictions in the lives of 
individuals only could be ascertained by this means; that 
general events such as war, earthquake, etc. could only be 
deduced from events foreseen in the future of individuals; 
and that this was because the precognitive faculty was only 
operative in connection with living minds. Such a conclusion 
postulates the foreknowledge of its own future as an inte- 
gral part of the subconscious mind. It refutes the theory 
that inanimate objects are able to hold the knowledge of 
past and future events about them, as certain psychometric 
experiments seem to suggest. The exponents of this latter 
theory are called Radiesthetists in France. They believe 
in radiation of some sort from psychometric objects. 


Perhaps Osty’s most arresting work, apart from his Rudi 
Schneider experiments, was his study of the clairvoyant 
faculty of Pascal Forthuny; in particular that series known 
as L’Incident de la Chaise Vide. 


Pascal Forthuny, a literary man of considerable scholar- 
ship, began giving public séances at the Institut Méta- 
psychique in 1925. These meetings were not only public 
demonstrations of clairvoyance for the benefit of the mem- 
bers of the Institut, but were a means of studying For- 
thuny’s gift. Dr. Osty, therefore, invented a number of 
tasks for Forthuny in an effort to determine the modus 
operandi and the limits of his faculty. Before one such pub- 
lic meeting, Dr. Osty was suddenly struck by a bold plan. 
He determined if possible to make Forthuny’s faculty focus 
upon an unknown, undetermined person with whom he would 
come into contact only after he had written down clair- 
voyant impressions concerning him. Osty’s procedure was 
as follows: 


Pascal Forthuny was summoned to the Institut about 
three hours before the beginning of the meeting. He was 
conducted into the assembly room with two witnesses: 
M. Humblot and Madame Camille Flammarion, wife of the 
astronomer. M. Humblot was asked to pick out a chair at 
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random which Dr. Osty marked for future identification. 
Forthuny was then asked to focus his attention upon the 
chair and to attempt to determine the type of person, sex, 
etc. that would occupy it at the meeting a few hours later. 
This person was completely undetermined as the audience 
also pick their chairs at random upon entering the room. 
He was then asked to give specific impressions concerning 
that person. M. Forthuny began almost immediately and 
his words were taken down by a stenographer. 


Madame Flammarion, M. Humblot, Dr. Osty and For- 
thuny then went out to dinner and the four did not separate 
until the beginning of the meeting so that all were kept 
under observation. The audience, meanwhile, had entered 
the room and had chosen seats at random; the early comers 
getting the best as is usually the case. 


As the meeting started, the typed reading was placed in 
Dr. Osty’s hands. Not only was it applicable in large part 
to the occupant of the designated chair, but a number of 
the specific impressions were applicable only to that person. 
The experiment was repeated at several subsequent meetings 
and on each occasion partial success was achieved. The 
verbatim readings were analyzed and evaluated by Dr. Osty 
and published in the Revue Métapsychique for 1926. Im- 
possible as it may seem, these experiments indicated without 
a doubt that Pascal Forthuny was able to receive impres- 
sions concerning an unknown and undetermined person 
with whom he would come into contact in the immediate 
future, providing some means was given him by which he 
was able to focus his psychic faculty. 


I have already touched upon Dr. Osty’s attitude. I am 
under the impression that he found the hypothesis of com- 
munication with the dead unsatisfactory both from a scien- 
tific and a philosophic point of view. How much this atti- 
tude was due to the influence of Richet, it would be impos- 
sible to say. It may also have been the result of the kind 
of mediumship with which he worked—the only kind avail- 
able to him apparently—pure clairvoyance. He admits that 
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when Forthuny first came to the Jnstitut he gave forth his 
psychic impressions as if given him by discarnate beings. 
He was soon dissuaded from this habit by Osty who told 
him that his own subconscious was responsible for the infor- 
mation. The basis for Dr. Osty’s interest in paranormal 


phenomena may perhaps best be summarized in his own 
words: 


“To consider the human being as a sentient body which 
proceeds through life responsive only to the rhythm of pass- 
ing phenomena, feeling only the immediate present and’ 
knowing only what has been fulfilled, is to condemn oneself 
to failure to understand the interior life of the mind and 
the complex activity of thought working not only on the 
reports of the senses, but also on that which arises more 
or less dimly from a super rational gestation. Intuition and 
reason are in constant collaboration.”* 


The contribution of such men as Myers, Lodge, Richet, 
Sidgwick and James has been their great vision. The con- 
tribution of Osty has been, on the other hand,—method. 
He was outstanding in his ability to apply modern scien- 
tific techniques to the study of psychical phenomena. 





* Supernormal Faculties of Man, 1923. 
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*THE PHYSICS OF THE DIVINING ROD, by J. Cecil Maby, 
B.Sc., A.R.C.S., F.R.A.S., and T. Bedford Franklin, M.A., 
F.R.S.E. London. G. Bell and Sons, Ltd. 1939. 21/-. Reprinted 
from Light, Dec. 21, 1939. 


Reviewed by H. F. Prevost Battersby. 


Dowsing has had a strange history. As a sound working proposi- 
tion it has been known certainly for more than four centuries, yet 
quite a few years ago it was being derided, and perhaps still is to-day, 
by men of science, and its undeniable results explained as the opera- 
tion of either chance or fraud. 


It is amusing to remember that almost the first document we 
possess about it is its denunciation by Martin Luther in 1518, who 
was in tune with the Church to-day in regarding anything psychic 
outside his understanding as the work of the Devil, however bene- 
ficial its effects; and it is this same attribution of its agency to E. S. 
Production which has driven the shy scientist from the disputable 
area of underground streams. 


Hence one welcomes warmly this volume by two men of science 
which essays to lift the psychic disguise from the divining rod. Not 
altogether, be it noted, for its authors are ready to admit that an 
appreciable amount of dowsing is done by the natural sensitive. 


“Two main classes of divining appear to exist,’ they say, “that 
we shall call divination (‘psychical’ faculty) and dowsing (‘physical’ 
faculty) respectively,” and they express a hope that “neither will 
physicists deny to dowsers the right to speak in physical terms, nor 
psychologists continue to obscure the major issues at stake by an 
impertinent insistence upon the ‘psychical’ nature of divining.” 


One begins to wonder whether, in such matters, psychical may not 
presently come to bear a somewhat altered interpretation, and the 
“extra” in sensory perceptions be only understood as implying in- 
tensification and not exteriority; in fact, if sense perceptions of 
varying penetration and intensity may not prove to be the only 
perceptions we possess. 


In this matter of dowsing it has always been held that it was the 
dowser that mattered; that he had some sort of constitution which 
reacted to something, we knew not what, to be found in the neigh- 
borhood of running water, metallic deposits and other odds and ends. 


We call him a diviner, but it was not so much his divination that 
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interested us, as what was responsible for his divining. What was 
the power which, passing through him, twisted his rod, or swung 
his pendulum ? 


It seems probable that, until a few years ago, no answer to that 
question would have been possible, for this simple business of dowsing 
is tied up with problems we cannot be said wholly to understand. 


The entanglement involved can be illustrated by the mention of 
such names as Abrams, Lucas, Baraduc, Fortin, Joire, Reichenbach, 
Eeman, Boirac, Dobler, Reichel, von Pohl, Becquerel, Le Bon, 
Russell, Walters, Cazzamalli, H. Mager and Lakhovsky, all of whom 
may be said to have contributed, if not to the production of this 
volume, at least to its conviction and profound research. 


As its title suggests, it is on the contribution of physics to dowsing 
that the book insists, and that such insistence should be necessary 
is somewhat of a surprise, since almost all the dowsers one has 
known have been aware that divination depended on the reaction of 
the tensed muscles of their arms to something, they knew not what, 
which operated independently of their expectancy or volition, and 
which often had extremely painful, if impermanent results. 


The authors mention headaches, nausea, gastric disturbances, kid- 
ney pains, general neuritis, muscular or articular rheumatic pains, 
as well as spasmodic twitches and tremblings with fits of shivering 
and extreme mental depression, as by no means the exceptional con- 
sequences of a day’s dowsing, for which one would have thought 
mere tensional reaction could hardly be held responsible. “They do 
not appear,” say the authors, “to be inseparable from the dowsing 
reactions themselves, but probably result mainly from nervous and 
muscular overstrain.”” Yet one has known violent retching result 


from the first wholly unexpected movement of the rod in the hands 
of a novice. 


Also it is difficult to imagine where in certain cases “tension” 
comes in; as instanced by an old gypsy woman, whose empty hands 
were loosely held but a few inches from her body, and showed no 
perceptible tremor as she cheerily announced of what bulk and at 
what depth was the water beneath her. 


Dowsing Fields and Reactions 


Before embarking on their quest of the physical factor, the authors 
admit that “it seems highly probable that in some instances—as, for 
example, where specific diagnoses are claimed to be made by what 
are called ‘samples,’ ‘serial numbers’ and ‘coloured detectors,’ or when 
dowsing is performed at a distance over a map, say, or when lost 
persons or corpses are traced by diviners—a cryptopsychic faculty, 
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allied to clairvoyance and telepathy in Psychic Science, may be used.” 
But, they add, “from all such achievements we completely dissociate 
ourselves in this book, since their physical basis is extremely ques- 
tionable, if not out of the question altogether.” 


The quest which the inquirers kept before them was for “some 
sort of physical radiation, operating physiologically on the dowser, 
and they examined a large number of instruments with a view to 
detecting and measuring supposed radiations of non-vital origin; 
but though they were satisfied that such implements and methods 
did yield positive results on occasions, they realized that the inter- 
pretation of the results was the real problem. 


Their investigations led them to review the work of men who 
had dealt with cognate inquiries from Mesmer via Reichenbach, 
Eeman, Crile, Watters, Gurwitsch, Maxwell, Boirac, Boyd, and the 
French hypnotists to Abrams, and it is very interesting to discover 
how the latter’s medically-despised “electronic reactions” provide an 
entrance to various new lines of thought. 


How the medical pundits jeered at his insistence on a western 
aspect for the “subject!” 


This is what our authors say on that point: 


“It is evident that Abrams hit upon a most important aspect of 
dowsing phenomena—namely, the significance of orientation with 
respect to the earth’s field and also with regard to a radiating source, 
that we shall be able to show is bound up with the magnetic polari- 
zation of the radiations in question . . . We shall also see, with 
Abrams, that the nerves enter into the control of at least some of 
the dowsing phenomena; and that ionization—via indubitable effects 
on colloidal membranes of the neuro-muscular tissues, thus control- 
ling nervous reaction and electrical conductivity—is fundamental to 
the whole situation.” 


They also express a belief that Abrams was dealing with the same 
electromagnetic fields and rays that they are concerned about, and 
that his reflex reactions were of the same class as those of the 
dowsers. 


Having “suffered many things” at the hands of medical conde- 
scension over these same “electronic reactions,” this appreciation of 
the part they are likely to play in extending our knowledge is very 
welcome, even though the authors still seem to have something to 
learn about their pathological competency. 


Confirmation on the importance of “aspect,” may, it is pointed 
out, be derived from holding a crow-bar at shoulder height and arm’s 
length, facing in turn all points of the compass, when the bar will 
feel heavier when facing E. or W., and lighter when facing N. or S. 
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The Physical Factor 


Various considerations are gone into at length by which the 
authors were persuaded to concentrate first on magnetic measure- 
ments, as being the simplest kind, second upon electrostatic measure- 
ments and third upon earth currents, or potential differences between 
one piece of ground or another; and it was apparent before very 
long that, whatever may have been the influences the dowser picked 
up, they were of extraordinary complexity, and the authors give 
as their conclusion that “the primary source of dowsing fields and 
dowsing reactions is a Hertzian radiation, probably originating in 
the upper atmosphere under excitation by cosmic rays and, perhaps, 
corpuscular bombardment from the Sun and the Moon, and of 
average wave-length nine to ten metres.” 


In addition to such Hertzian radiations, they tell us that there 
can be little doubt that very high-frequency electromagnetic radia- 
tions of the ultra-violet, x-ray, gamma-ray and possibly cosmic ray 
type may also cause dowsing reactions, which may be created as well 
by radioactive substances, such as radium and uranium ores and 
certain clays, by virtue of the direct ionizing action of the various 
corpuscles ejected when they pass through or are absorbed by the 
body tissues of living creatures sensitive to such effects. 


“So,” they conclude, “it is quite in order physiologically to assume 
that it is the high-frequency electrical oscillations. induced in the 
nerves and muscles of a dowser that create the dowsing reactions 
when he passes through the field associated with some electrical 
conductor which has been either naturally or artificially energized by 
high-frequency oscillations.” 


Cosmic Rays and Cancer 


There is, of course, much in this volume on which it would be 
impertinent for any but an expert to express an opinion; but it 
must be obvious to anyone that the “fields of force” which it offers 


for investigation are not those solely concerned with dowsing reaction 
bands. 


It should be salutary for the scorners of dowsing to consider that 
“it was the dowser who, in fact, first discovered Hertzian (‘wireless’) 
waves some hundreds of years before they were appreciated by 
physicists,” and that “dowsers may, likewise, be credited with the 
initial detection of ionizing corpuscular rays of various kinds.” 


There is another field in which the dowser’s skill may be put to 
a practical purpose. Lakhovsky’s “oscillators” have claimed to screen 
away the cosmic (ionizing) rays, and hence to be able to cure or 
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even to prevent disease, and Labergerie and Maxia, carrying their 
experiments still further, have led to the consideration of the part 
cosmic rays and corpuscular bombardment may play in the promul- 
gation of disease, some workers being inclined to attribute cancer, 
and even other constitutional ailments to “the penetrating and 
ionizing cosmic rays, and their secondary derivatives by atomic dis- 
ruption.” 


Professor A. L. Tchijevsky found that positively charged air had 
a toxic effect on animals and plants, and since there tends to be an 
increase of positive electrification round streams and other con- 
ductors, the dowser might provide valuable information as to the 
suitability of ground for building sites or even for athletic stadia. 


In spite of autocratic opposition to any but the official treatment 
of cancer, the authors say that “whatever medical prejudices may 
exist at present, we sincerely hope that the facts presented in this 
book may serve as a sound foundation to a new and stronger bridge 
across the fearful abysses of cancer, rheumatism, arthritis, asthma, 
tuberculosis and, possibly, other ravaging complaints of the real 
causes of which Medicine as yet knows so little.” 


That, despite the testimony of many distinguished members of 
the medical profession, may seem too much to expect for many 
years to come, but some day a more enlightened generation may look 
back on the indefatigable enterprise of this most opportune volume 
as having blazed the path to an enlarged and more profitable under- 
standing of ourselves and the Cosmos. 





